
 

 
 
 

December 8, 2015 
Message from the CEO 
Affordability matters when it comes to housing for the simple reason that consumers care about costs. 
CHBA – Alberta also recognizes that even with a vigorously competitive industry working to keep costs 
down, some Albertans cannot afford even basic shelter. That’s why we’re hosting an event on January 
28 called Affordability Matters – A Home for All Albertans. 
 
We want to bring together government, industry and non-profit groups to explore affordability challenges 
and opportunities across the housing spectrum. Our guest list includes MLAs and key decision makers 
from the provincial civil service because of the many roles government plays in the housing sector. This 
session will also be a chance for CHBA – Alberta to build connections with non-profit groups which are 
helping vulnerable Albertans meet their housing needs.  
 
The immediate goal is to increase discussion of key issues related to affordability for Albertans of all 
income levels but especially for those who struggle with housing costs. We think it is valuable to connect 
affordability to many initiatives under provincial jurisdiction – the Municipal Government Act review, 
writing regulations for the new Condominium Property Act and introducing new building codes. Our 
longer-term objective is to show MLAs that a housing caucus would help co-ordinate the work of the 
multiple ministries involved in the sector and ensure our province offers housing choices for all Albertans.  
 
Government Relations  
Premier Notley recently presented the report from the Alberta Climate Leadership Panel. Key elements 
emphasized by the government include: 

• A phase-out of coal power plants; 
• A Carbon Tax to be phased in economy-wide starting at $20/tonne in 2017; 
• Limits on oil sands emissions. 

The report is much more extensive and includes the statement that: "municipal governments should be 
allowed or encouraged to establish higher local code requirements where doing so aligns with their 
objectives" among other items. 
 
We will remain engaged with government on this file, including monitoring and attempting to suggest how 
they may or may not implement elements of the Panel's report. We'll be working together with engaged 
members on this file to analyze where this initiative is headed and how best to share our messages as 
plan becomes policy. There could also be impacts to the Municipal Government Act as a result of this 
report. If elements of it are proposed as amendments to the MGA, they should be consulted on in the 
same way other policy items were reviewed. 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
Registration for our 5th Annual Housing Tour will open within the next month.  This year we will explore 
the beautiful city of Denver, Colorado. Join us in April as we discover the Mile High City's diverse 
neighbourhoods visiting more than 30 showhomes in developments like Stapleton (an airport 
redevelopment) and Midtown. This tour will be open to builders, renovators and developer members. 
 
Spring is the time for builders, renovators and developers to start preparing submissions for the CHBA – 
Alberta Awards of Excellence in Housing. Watch for this year’s awards criteria in March.  Deadline to 
enter will be noon on Wednesday, June 1. If you would like to be a part of the Cost Review Committee 
please contact Laara Braz.  
 
Mark your calendar for BUILD 2016 September 15-18 and watch for registration to launch in April.  Last 
year's event sold out in 2 weeks!   

mailto:laara.braz@chbaalberta.ca


Alberta Report  

 

Technical 
The transition period for the National Energy Code for Buildings (NECB) began November 1 and will end 
May 1, 2016.  The NECB applies to large buildings, meaning buildings that exceed 3 stories in height, 
and exceed 600 square metres in area and do not fall under Part 9 of the Building Code. It applies to all 
occupancy types from A through F, including C which is residential occupancies. It also applies to 
additions. The code deals with building envelope, lighting, HVAC, service water, electrical power 
systems and motors. It has both performance, prescriptive and trade-off paths for compliance. 
 
Online presentations on the codes are available here. The NECB can be purchased through the National 
Research Council.  
 
In October, NRC completed information sessions on the new Codes for Alberta that included information 
on the NECB.  If you require further information or would like to see more information on the NECB 
please contact Joan at CHBA – Alberta. 
 
Safety 
CHBA – Alberta is excited and proud to announce that testing for the Truss Tie-Off Project is complete! 
CHBA – Alberta, along with a team of engineers, partner companies and volunteers, completed the 
testing with very positive results. Tests were conducted October 15-16 in Calgary. These results will aid 
CHBA – Alberta and Occupational Health and Safety in delivering a best practice to be used in 
residential construction for certain tie-off configurations in the new year. 

http://web.archive.org/web/20140320143409/http:/www.nationalcodes.nrc.gc.ca/eng/presentations/2011_necb_presentations.html
http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/publications/codes_centre/2011_national_energy_code_buildings.html
http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/publications/codes_centre/2011_national_energy_code_buildings.html
mailto:joan.maisonneuve@chbaalberta.ca
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