
 

 
 
 
 

 
January 4, 2016 

 
Looking Forward into 2016 
 
To kick off the new year we wanted to give our members a snapshot of what to expect in 2016 and 
areas of focus for CHBA – Alberta.       
 

 More new codes in 2016  
 
Code changes with a possible overlay of items related to climate change will be the technical themes 
for 2016.  Our province is in the middle of a series of code adoptions that started with the Alberta 
Plumbing Code in 2014, and continued in 2015 with the adoption of the Alberta Building Code, the 
Alberta Fire Code and the National Energy Code for (large) Buildings. This year started with the 
adoption of the new Electrical Code January 1 and continues with the adoption of the energy 
efficiency changes for small buildings (Part 9.36 of the Alberta Building Code) beginning in May.  In 
2017 there will be another round of changes to the Building and Fire Codes to catch up Alberta with 
the national code cycle.   
 
CHBA – Alberta works with the local associations, the Safety Codes Council and the National 
Research Council to ensure information on the codes is available for our members.   In 2016 several 
joint CHBA – Alberta/Code authority working groups will identify and compile tools to help with 
information transfer and compliance for some of the larger changes in the codes such as the changes 
for windows and energy efficiency. 
 
NRC will be holding information sessions in Calgary on February 9 and 10 on the new Alberta 
Codes.  More information and to register can be found here.   
 

 Work begins on 2020 National codes  
 
In 2016 work also begins on the changes to the 2020 national codes and many individual standards 
referenced in the codes. Since the province of Alberta has committed to adopting the national codes 
with very little change, it is important that Alberta builders monitor the proposed changes and work on 
mitigating those that may have undue impact on affordability and constructability in Alberta. Items that 
are still on the table for consideration are a further extension of the run of stairs, and sprinklers for 
single-family occupancies.   
 
Currently CHBA – Alberta has 5 members plus staff plugged into 3 key standing committees.  These 
members are also monitoring the task groups under those committees.  CHBA – Alberta is also 
working with CHBA National to create a less onerous, better filtered code process and improve 
engagement of CHBA members from other regions on committees and task groups at the national 
level. 
 

 Moving the BAR toward net zero 
 
Although the media has reported extensively on the province’s plans to green the electrical grid and 
reduce oilsands emissions, the Alberta Climate Change Panel also recommended a retrofit program, 
an energy labeling program, community energy programs and allowing municipalities to establish 

http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/events/seminars/2016/alberta_codes_2014_calgary.html


 

higher local code requirements. CHBA – Alberta will work on municipal code powers through the MGA 
working group and will strike a working group on other climate change items as the government 
moves this agenda forward.   
 
Other jurisdictions in Canada and the U.S. have started down the road to mandating net zero 
buildings. Expect to see more information from CHBA – Alberta on what our members are doing in 
Alberta and what other groups and regions across North America are doing to raise the bar on energy 
efficiency in buildings.  
 
To show leadership on net zero, CHBA National has created a dedicated Net Zero Committee.  This 
committee will be rolling out a voluntary net zero energy labeling program in 2016 and will do a net 
zero boot camp May 2, at the CHBA National Conference in Kelowna. 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Joan Maisonneuve, Manager 
Policy and Industry Issues, 
CHBA - Alberta 
780-424-5890 (ext 226)  
800-661-3348 (ext 226)   joan.maisonneuve@chbaalberta.ca 
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