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CHBA Working with Concrete Alberta on Spalling 
 
In May CHBA – Alberta members participated in a session with Concrete Alberta (formerly the Alberta 
Ready-Mix Concrete Association) to identify potential solutions to concrete spalling still affecting the 
industry. There was much discussion around a need for better education of finishers and creating 
some mechanism, such as testing on site, to increase quality assurance from the plant to the finished 
product.  Communication between the builders, ready-mix plants and finishers and how to make that 
communication chain more direct was also discussed.  CHBA – Alberta will continue to work with 
Concrete Alberta and our members to improve these areas with the goal of reducing concrete surface 
issues. 

 
New Guideline for Choosing Windows 
 
The 2014 Alberta Building Code requires that windows meet new performance parameters according 
to a set of new CSA documents.  The performance parameters that were originally specified in the 
standard have been deemed by CSA to be too conservative for housing and small buildings.  An 
engineering guideline has been created by CHBA – Alberta which provides less conservative values.  
These more conservative values also narrow the range between requirements for “open” and “rough” 
terrain situations.  This should allow for a wider range of product to be used especially in higher wind 
areas. This guideline is available for use in Alberta with the acceptance of the local jurisdiction and will 
bridge the gap until CSA can correct the Standard and have it accepted into code.  The guideline has 
been submitted for consideration for STANDATA. 

 
Permit Fee Increases in Un-Accredited Municipalities 
 
On May 1, the province created the Alberta Safety Codes Authority (ACSA), which is a division of the 
Safety Codes Council.  This group was created to improve service delivery and accountability in 
unaccredited jurisdictions in Alberta.  Unaccredited municipalities are mainly rural regions where 
agencies are responsible for safety codes services. Builders should see more timely project 
inspections, more consistent turn-around times, more inspections and standardized permit fees.  
Changes were made to the permit fee schedule across all disciplines, with some seeing an increase 
in permit fees and others a decline. The permit fee schedule was based on consultation and analysis 
of contracted agencies’ fees in the unaccredited areas as well as a detailed review of best practices in 
accredited municipalities.  To date, builders are reporting significant increases in building permit fees. 

 

http://www.chbaalberta.ca/uploads/files/Guideline_NAFS_May11_2016.pdf
http://www.safetycodes.ab.ca/ASCA/Owners_Contractors/Pages/Permit-Fee-Schedule.aspx


 

CHBA Pulse Survey and Energy Efficiency 
 
The CHBA National Pulse Survey  reports that high-efficiency windows, HRV/ERVs,  energy-efficient 
appliances, and an overall energy-efficient home is highly desirable on several fronts: 

 59.5% of respondents indicate that their motivation to seek energy-efficient features in their 
next home is to reduce utility costs; 

 58% of respondents would spend an extra $3,000 to $5,000 on their next home to reduce 
utility costs by $1,200 per year; 

 As a trade-off to improve affordability, 22 percent would accept a smaller home and 18 percent 
would accept a location farther from work and amenities. 

 

 
9.36 Energy Efficiency Presentation Available on Website 

 
CHBA – Alberta continues to post a wide range of links to resources on the CHBA – Alberta website 
under Building Technology/Alberta Codes.  The most recent post is the NAFS Engineering Guideline, 
but there are also many presentations related to the 2014 code and 9.36.  There are also links to 
calculators and other resources by manufacturers and suppliers.  
 
Please let us know if there are other resources we can share with members or that you’d like to see 
posted on our website. 
 

 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Joan Maisonneuve, Manager, Policy and Industry Issues  
CHBA – Alberta   
780-424-5890 (ext 226) 800-661-3348 (ext 226)   joan.maisonneuve@chbaalberta.ca 

http://www.chba.ca/uploads/Communications/2016-05-NationalUpdate-06.pdf
http://www.chbaalberta.ca/alberta-codes
mailto:joan.maisonneuve@chbaalberta.ca

