
 

 
 
 

April 11, 2016 
Message from the CEO 
MLA Robyn Luff has introduced a private member’s Bill that would create a committee to review issues 
regarding affordability. Some of the issues it will be required to report on within nine months of the 
Committee being finalized include: 

• Affordability of home ownership and mechanisms to support affordability; 
• Rent regulation; 
• Security deposits. 

 
The home building industry was identified directly within the Bill as an important resource to conduct 
meetings with to draw upon our experience and interest in the subject matter. We have been in contact 
with MLA Luff on numerous occasions and look forward to discussing the issues listed above and the 
broader conversation around affordability. This is another indication that our message of Affordability 
Matters! is resonating with decision-makers.  
 
Government Relations  
CHBA – Alberta has joined a number of industry groups to advocate to the provincial government for 
taking steps focusing on the economy and jobs, and to avoid doing any harm at this critical time.  One of 
the coalitions we joined is the Alberta Coalition on Employment and the Economy.  It contains most of 
Alberta’s industries and could be a valuable resource on a number of issues. The current focus is on 
boosting employment, and avoiding impending increases to taxes and the minimum wage. A joint letter 
and subsequent news release by the Coalition garnered plenty of media attention throughout Alberta, 
with opinion writers urging that the Coalition’s message be heeded. The group has since placed a 
request for a meeting with the Premier and we are optimistic that this request will be granted. CHBA – 
Alberta is always looking for strategic partnerships and chances to build coalitions that advance common 
interests.  
 
Technical 
The next set of national model codes, the 2015 Building Fire and Plumbing Codes, have been released 
by the National Research Council (NRC).  These are the next codes that will be adopted by Alberta 
sometime in or after 2017.   If you want to have a sneak peek at what will likely follow the adoption of 
9.36, the national codes are available for sale through the NRC website.  The province will begin to 
review these codes and add any Alberta-specific changes or additions over the next year.  CHBA – 
Alberta is involved in this through the Building Sub-Council and the Alberta Provincial Residential 
Technical Committee. 
 
Safety 
This year’s Safety Awards feature a variety of changes including new categories and questions! Three 
categories will be available for submission for the Builder Safety Leadership Awards and entrants will 
see a change in the two General Member categories. These changes have been made to encourage 
members of all sizes to enter the awards. Questions this year will focus on innovation, COR/SECOR, 
contractor management, professional development, and the unique challenges encountered by the 
residential sector. The Safety Leadership Awards recognize member companies that go above and 
beyond in workplace safety. Those that place in the top three of the Safety Leadership Awards will also 
receive points towards becoming CHBA – Alberta Builder of the Year.  
 
For all the criteria visit the Safety Awards website.  Deadline is noon on Wednesday, June 1.  It’s free 
to enter! 

http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/solutions/advisory/codes_centre_index.html
http://buildexcellence.ca/site/index/page/Safety+Awards+
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