
1 
 

 

Bob Finnigan Emphasizes Collaboration in 
Tackling Key Issues 

In his Inaugural Address, CHBA President Bob Finnigan noted that 

when he looks at the issues that the Association works on today, 

including affordability, red tape, regulation and development policies, 

new home taxes, skilled labour supply, the underground economy, 

and the environment – making progress is more complex today, so 

collaboration is key. “The most important thing to me is seeing the 

high level of collaboration between local, provincial and national 

levels of our Association, and the value this is delivering to our 

members. In all the years I have been a CHBA member, I’ve never 

seen us work together as effectively as we do today,” Bob noted. 

Bob highlighted what he sees as the Association’s positive and 

effective approach to getting results. “As we have ramped-up the 

Association’s advocacy work, we have also reached out to other 

industry and government groups with overlapping, and sometimes 

even conflicting interests, in an effort to find common ground where 

we can agree. Make no mistake, we still hold firmly to our principles and values, and are quite prepared to 

disagree with others – collaboration isn’t about abandoning what’s important, it’s about being clear about 

where we stand, while also understanding what’s important to others.” 

“When you look past the headlines, and really analyze the situation, there is a clear link between government 

policy and house prices in many cities. But just as policy has led us to this point, policy changes could help 

lead us to a better place.” In terms of recent progress, Bob noted that CHBA-recommended changes to how 

the federal government contributes to infrastructure and transit funding represent a major step forward. 

“With the federal portion of funding moved up from one third to fifty percent, there is less financial pressure 

on municipalities. This is something CHBA was calling for, and we were very pleased to see it in the budget. 

Now we need to see the provinces follow suit.” 

Bob also pointed to four specific areas where CHBA advocacy efforts will be focused in the coming year. In 

addition to the critical issue of affordability, Bob cited supporting jobs and innovation, making sure climate 

change policy ‘gets it right’ when it comes to housing by addressing upgrading of existing homes, and, 

continuing to combat the underground economy in renovations and home repairs. Go to the Members’ area of 

www.chba.ca to access the full text of the Inaugural Address. 

 

CHBA Association Leadership Awards Honour Difference Makers  
The first annual Association Leadership Awards were presented 

during CHBA’s National Conference in Kelowna to recognize the 

tremendous work carried out by individual members, staff and 

local Home Builders’ Associations who truly make a difference. 

Four prestigious awards were presented: HBA of the Year to 

CHBA-Newfoundland and Labrador; Community Service Award to 

CHBA-Edmonton Region; EO of the Year to Mike Moore of 

Manitoba HBA and Member of the Year to Bard Golightly, CHBA-

Edmonton Region. Congratulations!! 

CHBA President Bob Finnigan. 
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Best of the Best Celebrated at 2016 CHBA National Awards for Housing 

Excellence in Kelowna 

CHBA’s 2016 National Awards for Housing Excellence 

were a huge success. With nearly 700 entries from 

across Canada, and 164 finalists, the air was electric in 

Kelowna as this year’s winners were announced.  The 

big winner of the evening was Calgary’s Albi Homes, who 

walked away with both the Marketing Excellence and 

Design Excellence awards – captured by the company 

that both wins an individual award in the Marketing 

Awards and New Home Awards respectively and 

achieves the highest overall score in both these 

categories. Georgian International Development Corp. of 

Barrie, ON, Sterling Homes (Edmonton) Ltd. and Vicky’s Homes of Edmonton, AB were also winners in two 

categories. 

Special thanks to Masco Canada/Delta Faucet and Genworth Canada for partnering with CHBA this year. To 

find out who won, visit www.chba.ca/awards.  

2016 CHBA Home Buyer Preference Survey Released 
The 2016 edition of CHBA’s Home Buyer Preference Survey was released 

as part of the recent Kelowna Conference. This largest-of-its-kind 

Canadian study, developed in partnership with Avid Ratings Canada, 

tracks what recent home buyers prefer in a new home, what they’re 

willing to trade off to get it, and what price they will to pay to secure their 

“must-have” features. 

“We are very pleased to be providing members with this unique and valuable market research tool,” noted 

Kevin Lee, CHBA CEO. “The data it provides to our builders and developers is simply not available anywhere 

else.” 

The 2016 Home Buyer Preference Survey Report package can be ordered online at www.chba.ca/survey . 

Members who purchase the survey report at the discounted CHBA price also gain free access to the Avid 

Reports online analysis system. This system allows builders to easily do their own custom research, focused 

on their market area and the buyer characteristics of interest to them. An online tutorial shows how the 

system works. 

The increase in builder participation, sample size, and survey responses for 2016 has taken this survey to a 

whole new level. “Canadians overwhelmingly showed how much they care about their homes and 

communities, with over 3,000 homeowners completing the 2016 survey, providing critical insight to the 

home building industry across Canada,” said Tim Bailey, division president of Avid Ratings Canada. 

Here are some key national-level findings from this year’s survey: 

• The “growing family with children” represents the largest cohort buying new homes based on 
responses to the 2016 survey 

• 59.5% of respondents indicate that their motivation to seek energy-efficient features in their next 
home is to reduce utility costs 

• 58% of respondents would spend an extra $3,000 to $5,000 on their next home to reduce utility costs 
by $1,200 per year 

• As a trade-off to improve affordability, 22 percent would accept a smaller home and 18 percent 
would accept a location farther from work and amenities 

 

Albi Homes proudly hold their 2016 trophies.  

http://www.chba.ca/awards
http://www.chba.ca/survey
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In May, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation released its projections for 2016 and 2017 housing starts. 
CMHC’s forecast shows that housing demand is strong, and overall activity is being tempered by regional 
economic realities: 
 
 Annual housing starts are expected to range from 181,300 

units to 192,300 units in 2016 and from 172,600 units to 
183,000 units in 2017. 

 There will be strong variations in housing market activity 
across provinces. Slower growth in oil-producing provinces 
such as Alberta, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland and 
Labrador will be partly offset by increased activity in British 
Columbia and Ontario. 

 Single-detached starts to slightly increase in 2016 and 
moderate in 2017. 

 CMHC’s Potential Housing Demand estimates the average 
annual pace of household formation at 190,000 over the 
2011 to 2016 period, meaning projected housing starts are 
below the pace of household formation. 

 
The gap between starts and household formation represents 
‘under-building’ and means that housing supply may fall short of 
demand, boosting prices if this occurs in stronger markets, while 
creating pent-up demand in softer markets once their economies 
strengthen. 
 
Statistics Canada has also released The Evolution of housing in 
Canada, 1957 to 2014, which highlights the growth trend for 
multiple-unit starts (especially high-rise). The emergence of 
apartment-condominiums in Canada's largest urban centres not 
only reflects a lifestyle choice, but also important demographic, 
economic and societal changes—increasing immigration, 
declining household size, changing household characteristics, an 
aging population, high prices of single-family homes in some 
areas, land shortages and development policies in Canada's 
major cities. This report confirms that the home building 
industry has adapted nimbly to demographic and urbanization 
trends, as well as changes to regional land-use regulations.  
 
RBC Economics’ Canadian Housing Health Check for May (see 
chart) illustrates that while housing demand fundamentals are 
good, the number of single-family homes under construction is 
significantly lower than the long-term average. CHBA research 
estimates a 300,000 unit shortfall in the number of needed 
family-friendly homes across the country over the next ten years. 
 
Ben Tal: The Sky isn’t Falling 
Benjamin Tal, Deputy Chief Economist for CIBC World Markets, spoke in Kelowna during CHBA National 
Conference on the state of Canada’s economy, the outlook for the future, and what the critics get wrong about 
Canada’s housing markets. A recap of his presentation is available in the May 20, 2016 National Update e-
newsletter (www.chba.ca/tal-recap).  
 
Fort McMurray 
Observers expect growth will be flat or even potentially negative due to the situation in Fort McMurray, but 
that the economic fallout from the disaster will be largely contained to the current quarter of the fiscal year. 
Through the bravery of first responders, about 90% of the city is still intact, including key facilities such as 
the airport, hospital, schools and tens of thousands of homes. An estimated 2,400 homes were damaged or 
destroyed. Both economic growth and housing starts are likely to return, and potentially to spike, once the 
challenging situation on the ground has been addressed and reconstruction plans launched. 

http://www.chba.ca/uploads/Communications/2016-05-NationalUpdate-05.pdf

