
 

 
 
 

September 13, 2016 
Message from the CEO 
Our Association was happy to join Municipal Affairs Minister Danielle Larivee in supporting new 
measures to protect Wood Buffalo residents from unqualified or unscrupulous contractors. 
 
In July, Minister Larivee announced amendments to the New Home Buyer Protection Act and the Safety 
Codes Act. Builders will be required to complete a builder declaration through the New Home Buyer 
Registry before applying for a building permit in Wood Buffalo. The changes also allow information to be 
collected from the builder, including residential construction history, corporate and financial history, and 
outstanding fines or orders. 
 
Good builders will be able to comply with these changes and we believe that will raise confidence levels 
when choosing a contractor. This is especially important when opportunists from outside our industry are 
likely to make unrealistic claims about how quickly they can build a home in Fort McMurray. Rebuilding 
the community will be a long process that will need patience and coordination. It will also require skilled 
professionals who stand behind the homes they build.  
 
Government Relations  
CHBA – Alberta is responding to concerns from Members about new duties of up to 276.5% on gypsum 
board imported from the United States. Here’s a link to the bulletin about the tariff. CHBA National is also 
working on the tariff issue More information is available in Industry Highlights.  

We will keep you updated as further information becomes available on the tariff and share CHBA’s plans 
to reduce the impact on industry and consumers. 
 
Awards and Events 
Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Home Builders’ Association – Alberta will take place on 
Friday, September 16, 2015, at 8:30 am, in Beauvert Ballroom of the Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge. 
 
Strong Competition for Housing Awards 
CHBA – Alberta received nearly 400 entries in this year's Awards of Excellence in Housing competition. 
We would like to extend a special thank you to all the nearly 150 judges who took part in the process and 
helped determine this year's finalists and winners. The finalists can be found here. 
 
Technical 
CHBA – Alberta has been monitoring issues related to installation of arc fault circuit interrupters and has 
found these issues: 

• Some breakers from some manufacturers are more sensitive; 
• Certain equipment and certain manufacturers have a “start-up” surge that can trip the 

breakers, most often microwaves and window mounted air conditioners.  
• Tools and equipment may trip breakers.  

  

http://chbaalberta.shoutcms.net/gypsum-board-tariff-imposed
http://www.chbaalberta.ca/awards-of-excellence-in-housing-finalists-article


Alberta Report  

 

Potential solutions: 
• Change arc fault breaker manufacturer; 
• Research equipment that you use to see if it has an initial high power draw on start-up and 

change these out; 
• Switch manufacturers to use AFCI breakers that seem to be less sensitive; 
• Provide higher amp breaker; 
• Provide direct dedicated circuits for high-arc potential appliances such as dishwashers, built-in 

vacuums, microwaves.  
• Some dishwashers may not require plug arc-fault protection if they are direct wired. 

 
In July CHBA – Alberta established the provincial Climate Leadership Committee.  Chaired by Doug 
Owens of Brookfield Calgary, the two goals of the committee are to become the industry resource for the 
provincial government and to encourage members to become leaders in energy efficiency and reduction 
of environmental impacts.  Currently the committee is working on a submission to the provincial 
government’s Energy Efficiency Advisory Panel.  The panel has created a discussion paper on energy 
efficiency that can be found here.   CHBA National has submitted a paper to the federal government 
which can be found here. 
 
Safety 
CHBA – Alberta and the Government of Alberta have partnered to launch a pilot program to help our 
members access the Canada-Alberta Job Grant to fund training, including safety courses. If your 
company is interested in participating in the project sign up here.  

 

http://www.alberta.ca/documents/EEAP-DiscussionDocument.pdf
http://www.chbaalberta.ca/uploads/files/PDF/2016-06%20Canada%27s%20Approach%20to%20Climate%20Change%20-%20CHBA%20Submission.pdf
http://www.chbaalberta.ca/alberta-job-grant?mid=1199
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