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Fall Legislative Session 
The fall sitting of the Alberta legislature is slated to 
begin on October 31, with the most relevant piece of 
legislation on the order paper being the Modernized 
Municipal Government Act. Though the Act is slated 
to be passed during this short session, discussions 
relating to the associated regulations will be 
continuing well into 2017. 
 
Premier Notley’s government has been working on 
the MGA extensively – while also raising the minimum 
wage and taking steps ahead of introducing a carbon 
tax on January 1, 2017. 
 

City Charter Consultations 
Stakeholder consultations have begun in earnest with 
the first sessions taking place in Edmonton this week 
and Calgary next week. We will also be involved in 
more extensive conversations with provincial and 
municipal officials at the end of October. As of now, 
Phases 1 and 2 of the Charter process are being 
discussed. These phases include all matters up for 
discussion except for the Fiscal Framework 
discussions that will commence in the New Year. A 
document outlining discussion topics relating to the 
Charters can be found here. Please note there will 
not necessarily be policy crafted in all of these areas. 
Some key messages relating to the Charters include: 
 

 Rely on the work done during the MGA 
process where there is issue overlap. 
 

 Our purpose as always is to protect 
affordability and choice for Albertans. The 
policies in the Charter must not compromise 
those principles. 
 

 Accountability, transparency and clarity should 
guide all policy development within the 
Charters. 
 

 There will be further opportunities to refine the 
Charters moving forward – concentrate on 
areas of consensus among all parties and 
where research has been completed. 

Municipal Government Act 
Since the release of the MGA we have had numerous 
conversations with the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and key staffers who have been appreciative of the 
approach taken by both CHBA – Alberta and UDI 
Alberta.  
 
While the changes are largely positive from an 
industry perspective, there are some changes which 
will likely increase the cost of housing. Specifically, 
inclusionary housing and a new development levy for 
recreational facilities, police stations and fire halls. 
We will be working with Municipal Affairs in the 
development of the regulations with the focus of 
mitigating the potential impacts of these policy 
changes on the cost of housing. Weekly consultation 
sessions on the individual regulations began in early 
August with both CHBA – Alberta and UDI Alberta 
representing industry.  
 

Drywall Tariffs 
In response to the imposition of this tariff, we have 
contacted Canada Border Services Agency directly, 
along with the Alberta Premier’s Office, Alberta 
Minister of Economic Development and Trade, and 
the Minister of Seniors and Housing. We are also 
reaching out to Alberta MPs to keep them informed 
and that they can assist in the most productive way. 
CHBA - Alberta will continue to contact decision-
makers to make them aware of the impact the tariff 
will have. We believe the provincial government will 
offer support in this dispute, as it greatly impacts the 
rebuild in Fort McMurray as well as some of their 
major projects such as the building of new schools. 
 

Key dates 
Late-October/Early-November – City Charter 
detailed sessions with the stakeholders, provincial 
government, Edmonton and Calgary. 
 
October 31 – Fall legislative session begins. 
 
November 10 – Submission deadline for Phase 1 
and 2 City Charter input. 
 
December 1  – Fall legislative session ends. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chbaalberta.ca/
http://www.alberta.ca/documents/City-Charters-Overview-Package.pdf

