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Spring Legislative Session 
 
The spring legislative sitting will begin on March 2nd 
with the Speech from the Throne, outlining the 
government’s agenda for the coming months. The 
session is slated to run until the end of May. 
 
Initiatives expected to impact the residential 
construction industry that will be discussed during this 
time include: 
 
- Additional amendments to the Municipal 
Government Act, drawn from the Continuing the 
Conversation guide. 
 
- Review and approval of regulations relating to the 
Modernized Municipal Government Act, which was 
approved late last year. 
 
- Review and approval of the Phase 1 Condominium 
Act regulations. 
 
- Additional initiatives relating to the Climate 
Leadership Plan’s implementation 
 

PC Leadership Contest 
 
A substantial wrinkle will be thrown into the political 
conversation on March 18th. This is the date when the 
PC leadership contest comes to an end, and all 
indications are that former MP Jason Kenney will 
become leader of the Progressive Conservatives, 
with the intention of forming a new, united party that 
would bring in members of the Wildrose party. This 
process would theoretically take place over the 
following several months. 
 
Whatever occurs, this will take significant attention 
away from the government’s agenda, and have many 
looking ahead to 2019. How this is handled politically, 
by the opposition parties and the government will be 
important to watch as it could lead to unexpected 
twists and turns in the policy environment as pressure 
on the government is increased. 

Builder Licensing 
 

The provincial government has announced its 
consultations on developing a builder licensing 
regime in Alberta. A link to the news release can be 
found here. Originally expected in the fall of 2016, a 
consultation, review and development process will 
begin as we head toward spring. 
 
An online survey is also included on the government’s 
webpage. We certainly encourage you to take part as 
it is important for the provincial government to know 
that the industry is both engaged, and willing to 
participate in numbers as licensing is developed. The 
survey response deadline is March 14. While some of 
the multiple choice questions may seem vague or 
even frustrating, please make your way through the 
survey and share your thoughts in the comments 
section. Please add your individual thoughts, 
experiences and recommendations. Hearing directly 
from Alberta’s employers and the providers of homes 
sends a powerful message.  
 
There will be more fulsome consultations, both as 
noted in the release and also through direct 
communication with government. Dedicated 
stakeholder sessions will take place in March. If you 
are interested in participating – either through direct 
involvement in the meetings or simply exchanging 
thoughts via email, please do not hesitate to contact 
our External Affairs Manager, T.J. Keil 
 
Some key points to share include: 
• Any regime must directly target and deal with ‘fly-by-nighters’ 
and those that give the industry a bad name. 
• Licensing should be coupled with a more streamlined regulatory 
environment that acknowledges that the government will now 
have the power to remove bad actors. 
• CHBA – Alberta and the industry are ready to work with you and 
share best practices. We already take these measures in our own 
company. 
• Licensing should not overlap other consumer protections such 
as New Home Warranty, and does not replace or preclude the 
need for consumer education. 
• Enforcement must be equal, clear and accountable across the 
whole province. The provincial government should not devolve 
authority in this area. 
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