
 

 
 
 

March 13, 2017 
Message from the CEO 
The spring legislative sitting began on March 2nd with the Speech from the Throne, outlining the 
government’s agenda for the coming months. The session is slated to run until the end of May. 
 
Initiatives expected to impact the residential construction industry that will be discussed during this time 
include: 

• Additional amendments to the Municipal Government Act, drawn from the Continuing the 
Conversation guide. 

• Review and approval of regulations relating to the Modernized Municipal Government Act, which 
was approved late last year. 

• Review and approval of the Phase 1 Condominium Act regulations. 
• Additional initiatives relating to the Climate Leadership Plan’s implementation 

 
Government Relations  
The provincial government has announced its consultations on developing a builder licensing regime in 
Alberta. A link to the news release can be found here. Originally expected in the fall of 2016, a 
consultation, review and development process will begin as we head toward spring. 
 
The enhanced builder information program, which was developed in collaboration with CHBA – Alberta 
for the Fort McMurray rebuild, is providing the foundation for the regime. We expect requirements to be 
very much in line with what is already standard practice for CHBA – Alberta members, but will seek 
clarification as things move forward. 
 
There will be more fulsome consultations, both as noted in the release and also through direct 
communication with government. If you are interested in participating – either through direct involvement 
in the meetings or simply exchanging thoughts via email, please do not hesitate to contact our External 
Affairs Manager, T.J. Keil 
 
Technical 
CHBA – Alberta would like to remind members that gas lines cannot be run in return air plenums unless 
they are in a sleeve. This installation change occurred in the 2004 Gas Code but may not have been 
picked up as new practice by contractors. More information can be found here.  
 
The province released preliminary information on a Residential and Commercial Solar Rebate Program 
for rooftop solar panels. The requirements will be released by summer. The goal is 10,000 solar 
installations on Alberta rooftops by 2020. The government is currently posting a request for proposal for 
a program delivery agent. See the government news release for more information. 
 
Inconsistencies in interpretation and compliance processes continue to create confusion between safety 
codes officers and builders using the performance path to comply with the new the energy requirements 
in section 9.36. CHBA - Alberta, CHBA – Edmonton Region, and BILD Calgary Region continue to 
engage with safety codes officers locally and provincially to identify issues that do not significantly impact 
the energy target, to help create consistency and to remove ambiguity. 
 
Safety 
Stay informed of what’s happening with provincial safety initiatives and tips from CHBA – Alberta. Follow 
us on twitter @CHBA_AB_Safety.  
 
If you want to improve safety on your sites but don’t know where to start or do not have a dedicated 
safety person within your company our safety mentorship program may be right for you! We currently 
have two spots in Edmonton and one in Calgary available. Click here for more information. 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=4628571FBED0F-B099-08D7-D0804293CBE1670C
mailto:tj.keil@chbaalberta.ca
http://www.chbaalberta.ca/uploads/files/PDF/2017/Technical/2017-02-21%20%2360%20%20Gas%20Lines%20In%20Return%20Air%20Plenums.docx.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=463610A3269CE-0D2C-C140-6E391B3112A56664
https://twitter.com/CHBA_AB_Safety
http://chbaalberta.ca/safety-mentorship-program?mid=844


Alberta Report  

 

 
This year’s Safety Leadership Awards will highlight the great work being done by members throughout 
the province to keep worksites safe. The criteria for both builders and general members will become 
available in March and we will begin accepting entries in April. The deadline for submission is May 31, 
2017. 
 
Planning and Development 
In the Continuing the Conversation Guide, that contemplates additional amendments to the MGA for the 
upcoming spring legislative session, Alberta Municipal Affairs has included a policy which would enable 
off-site levies for provincial highway improvements such as interchanges.  
 
The cost implications of this proposal are substantial. Interchange costs can be tens or even hundreds of 
millions of dollars. As this is certainly considered infrastructure in Albertans interest as a whole, the 
provincial government has historically funded the majority of these interchanges with municipalities 
and/or developers being responsible for paying the remainder. In other words, these are largely paid for 
by the broader tax base. The proposed change would open the door for developers and consequently 
new home buyers being responsible to fund 100% of the cost of interchanges in the future. 
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